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TO THE 


Ricurt HonoURABLE 
Sir WILLIAM ASHURST, | 


Lord Mayor : 
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My Loxko, 

| Lthough the Sins of this Nati, which 
| A call for frequent Faſting, and ſmcere 
Humiliation, might give us but a very Me= 
lancholy Projpett of Affairs, yet when we call . 
to mind the many Deliverances which God hath ; 
beretofore, and of late wrought for us, it will \ 
point out a Door of Hope to us, and may ſerve 
for a promiſmg preſage that he will 70 on to do 


is 


_ 
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us 2099, will perfett our Deliverance, and d ſecure 
oy "Righteous Eftabliſhment. 

But St. Auſtin teaches us, That he who 
made us without any help of curs, will not ſave 
us without our own Concurrence ;. and this 15 
tre as well in reſpect to our Happmeſs m th: 
Life as tn another. Men who are well- affett- 
ed to the common Intereſt of their Conntrey 
muſt be Leatonſly {Arve to promote «=, watch 
the feaſmable Appearances of God in their be= 
half , and cheerfully co-operate with thiſe 
Means which his Providence has recommended 
10 CM for their commit Preſervation 

Jour Lordſhip u one of thoſe who cannot ſa= 
tisfie your ſelf with an Unattive Vertue. You 
ſludy the Welfare of your Gountrey Diligenty, 
ad perſ: e it Aﬀetionately. And it ought 1» te 
10 attie matter # Foy to us all to Jee the Chief 
City of the Kingdom atling by fo Noble a Prin= 
ciple in the Choice of Magiſtrates tg Rule over 


them, as to pitch upon one Ck could never ſtoop 


h 
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flaw as to ſerve a narrow Intereſt, or a baſe, or 
private End ; who prays for the Peace of Je= 
rafalem, and without regard to any Party 
mſhes all may Proſper that love it ; may ths 
good Example of the Metropolis have a happy 

ence upon all other Corporations, and en= 
gage them to an Imitation of ſuch a Choice. 

If the Soveraign Prince be taught from all 
the Charatters by which his Super-emment Of- 
fre is deſeribd in God's Word, that be can 
Eſpouſe no Intereſt ſeparate from that of hz 
People ( as 1s ſhewn in the enſuing Sermon, 
which was at firſt Preath'd, and is now Pub- 
I'd by Your Lordjhip's Order ) ſurely no Man 
u qualify d for any Inferior Magiſtracy, who 
can be ſo far miſguided as to aft the Buſmeſs of 
a Party, or will ſuffer any private Intereſt to 
mſlead his Afettion from the common Good. 

Plato had once a Projett to preſerve the 
lommunity by deſtroying Property ; he ſup= 
pos d that a common Fund ſet up for the whole 

Body 
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Body Politick would neceſſarily engage a pub= 
lick Spirit in every Individual ; but a greater 
Law-gruer than he has taught us, that Pro= 
perty and publick Weal are to be preſervd b 
loving our Neighbour as our ſelf. And when 
this Spirit prevails among the Rulers of a pet= 
ple, what may not be hoped for in Favour of 
uch a Nation ? 

That Almighty God may ſtill continue 
Succeſſion of ſuch Magiſtrates in the Chair 
which Your Lordſhip ſo Honourably fills, 1s the 


Hearty Prayer of 


My LORD, 
Your Lordſhips moſt Obliged 


and Humble Servanr, 


WiLLIAM STEPHENS 


Lam, V. 1s. 
The Crown is fallen from our Head : wo 


unto us, that we have ſinned. 


OW the Death of good King Jo/tah was 
lamented, is thus Recorded in the Chro- 


nicles. And Jeremiah /amented for Joſiah, 2 Chron. 
and all the Singing Men and the Singing 35-35 


Women ſpake of Joſiah in their Lamentations to this 
day; and made them an Ordinance in l(rael, and 
kehold they are written in the Lamentations. It was no 
ſmall loſs to Fudab, : that ſuch a Prince fell. by the 
Sword, whoſe Heart was ſo tenderly aftefted towards 


his Country : Who remov'd all the Abominations out of , Chron, 
the Land, making a Covenant before the Lord,and cauſing 34-27 


all Jeruſalem and Benjamen to ſtand to it. He had a 
right Senſe of that true Politick Maxim , which S09- 


lomon his Predeceſlor leſt behind him, viz. Righteouſneſs prov.ry x; 


exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a reproach to any People. 
This good Ditpolition towards his Subjects, was re- 
warded with that gracious Anſwer God lent him from 
the Mouth of Hu/dah the Propheteſs, when he en- 
quird of her wiat ſhould become of his Kingdom. 
The Effect of which was, That he ſhould honourably 
end his days, and not ſce the Captivity of his People. 


and as for the King of Judah, who ſent you to enquire of , cy,.,,, 
the Lord; ſo ſhall ye ſay unto him: Becauſe thy Heart 34 25. 


wu tender, and thou didft humble thy ſelf before God 
3 


when 
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when thou heardſt his Words againſt this place, and 4. 
gainſt the 1%, pf a5 thereof, I have even heard thee al. 
ſo, faith the Lord, Behold J will gather thee to thy Grays 
in peace, neither ſhall thy Eyes ſee all the evil I wii 
bring upon this place, and\upon the Inhabitants there, 

It it be askd, How was this Prophecy fulſilf'q 
when Jofrah died of, a Wound received in Battle againſt 
Necho King of Egypt. Let the Enquirer put on thoſe 
Bowwels of Compatiion to his Country, which Jofal 


ds took with him tlicn to the Battle of _— thatſhe 


25. 22. Might ſtop the Paſſage of Pharo Necho, and prevth; 
the (warming of the Egyptian Locuſts over Judah; ahi 
he will think his honourable -Death in Detence of his 
Peopte to be the laſt, and greateſt diſtinguiſhing Mark, 
which God. could in this World beſtow upor fo good a 
Cranes | |. ;s:] 

:Cor.13.3. St. Paul has indeed told us, that a Man may give 


his Body to be burat, and not delerve the Name ot x 
Martyr, becauſe he may yet want Charity. And ae 
fee, ris poſſible for a Sovereign Prince to hazard his 
Crown, riot out of-Charity to relieve his Country, but 
from a Deſire to opprels it ; and ſo may die the Mar- 
tyr, or live the Confelſfor of his own Folly, When 
good Fofrah put his Lite into his hand, to keep out that 
Egyptian Slavery which an ill Prince would willingly 

introduce. | !”: Sibas 
And thus I have ſet forth the occaſion of Fudad's 
Tears, and Jeremy's Lamentation, viz. The Lols of 2 
good King, and what not long after followed, the Cap- 
tivity of the People. To this the Prophet relates in 
theſe Words of the Text, The Crown is fallen from on 
Head. Burt whilſt the Refl:tion upon his Countrey's 
Ruine fills him with a juſt Grief, the Conſideration - 
the 


— 


"- - 
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@Cauke of ir, the Sin 6f Fudab, begers in him aquft. 
highation: So that whilft' he bewails the Wound, he' 


lifes the Hand that ſtrikes, -and laments the Sins of 
the People with deeper Groans than their Puniſhment. 
Wo unto us that we have frmed. | -Ues 

Theſe Words', together wirh- the occafion upon 
which they were ſpoke, ſuggeſt to us theſe two Con- 
fderations. 


[. The Lofs of a Good King pives juſt Cauft of -La- 
mentation to a People. The Crown is falley from ogr 
Head. won 


Il. In'the Day of our Lamentation we ſhould lay to 
Heart thoſe Sins which brought this Judgment upon 
vs, in order toprevent the like tor the tuture. Wo un- 
tow that we have ſinned. 


'The firſt of rhefe Propofitions appropriates our La- 
mentation 'to the Loſs of a-good King, ſuch as" was 
Yah 7 of whom the Prophet fo pathetically ſpeaks, 


_—_— 


breath of our noſtrils, the Anoynted of the Lord, Lam.4. =o 


wa taker in their Pits ; of whom we ſaid, under his 
Padots we hall Irve among the Heathen. Or as Gro: 
tids renders tlie ft words, Jn ſpite of the: Feather, 
The Freth Air through the Noftrils makes its way 
to the Lungs, and with them fans the Heart, by its 
nitrous Spirit advancing, and by its Coolnefs adjuſting 
the' Circulation of the Blood ; 'and thereby ' imparts 
few Vigour to each Member of the Body. Thus 
good ofa, by reading the Book of the Law to the Peo- 
ple, and renewing the Covenant with the Lord, reſtrain: 


ed thoſe Feuds and Quarrels, which the variety of 
wy” B 2 their 


% 
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their Idolacries produc'd, and united the different Seq; 
into the Worſhip of one God. By this he gave ney 
Strength to Judah and Benjamin for their Support & 
gainft their Enemies. What Streams of 1car did 
the Loſs of ſuch a Prince call for ? 

But had they iv'd under a King, who by ans open 
Example and Encouragement of Debauchery, ſhould 
have drawn the People from their Covenant. with the 
Lord, and by ſecret Favours beſtow'd on Idolaters, ſhould 
have tempted Judah from worthiping the God ot 5a. 
cob. If he ſhould have prepar'd the way for Pharg 
Necho, by crumbling his People into Fattions ; and by 
turns wheting the Anger of Fudah againſt Benjamin,an| 
Benjamin againſt Judah ; it would be hard to perlwade 
Men to call fuch a King the Breath of their Noſtrils. 
And whea they were in {o much Danger of Ruine by 
his Life, they would be apt not to be very paſſionately 
concern'd tor his Death. 

From what has. been ſaid, the Reaſon of the firſt 
Propoſition will appear, viz. Why the loſs of a good 
King gives ſuch caule of Lamentation. *Tis becaulc he 
has no Intereſt ſeparate from that of his People. This 
is plainly implied in the Words of the Text, The Crow 
is fallen from our Head. That is, as the People have 
no Head but their King, ſo the King has no Body but 
his People ; and that there can be no more leparate 
Intereſt of a Sovereign from his People, than of the 
Head from the Body. And that this is the true No- 
tioa of that relation which is between Prince and Peo- 
ple, appears from al\ thoſe CharaQers, by which Su- 
preme Magiſtrates are deſcrib'd to us in the Book of 
Go; which are thele Five, viz, 


Fathers 
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Fathers, Captains, Judges, Shepherds, Gods. 
1. Fathers ; fo God promiſeth to a gocd People 


ſpitable Governours, MXings ſhall be thy Nurfing fathers, Iſa. 45.23: 


and (Queens thy Nurſing-mothers, Now what intereſ! 
can a Father have ſeparate from that of his Family 2 
Or can a Mother divide her Afﬀe&ion trom her Chil- 


dren ; the pretended Mother who appear'd belore So: 1 Kings 3. 


lomon would have divided a Living Child that ſhe 25: 
might have had part of it to her lelt, while the true 
Mother could not ſeparate her Bowels of Compallion 
from the Fruit of her Womb. This Title of Father 
expreſſes juſtly the nature of that Love which is ow- 
ing by the Prince to his People. It has indeed been 
made uſe of by ſome to a very different purpoſe ; to 
prove that Regal Authority is founded in Paternal, al- 
though whoever coiſiders che Relation between Father 
and Son will ſee how abſurd this Notion 1s. For, 
(1. ) Nature gives to all Parents equal power over 
their Families, fo as to exclude the Unkles power over 
lus Nephews Family ; and the Grandfathers, nay Fa- 
thers, over the re{pective Families of Son, and Grand- 
ſon. ( 2. ) The Mother has to Filial Obedience equal 
Right with the Father. ( 3. ) Execution of Vin- 
dictive Power, whereby a Father ſhall paſs Sentence 
of Death upon his Son ſeems unnatural. Nor do we 
find it came into the Thoughts of Adam tv avenge 
the Murther of Abe! by adjudging Cazn. to death ; 
nor can I perceive that the imaginary Patriarchal Au- 
thority has any Foundation in Nature, fſoas to render 
the younger Brother upon the Father's death 1ubje& to 
the Elder. For, ( 1. ) Brotherhood veſpzaks equali- 


ry, 
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ty, as appears by what God faith to the Elder Brother 
of all Mankind, when he had conceiv'd Wrath againſt 


Ge.4.5,7. his younger. And the Lord ſaid unto Cain, why art 


thouwrath > And why is thy countenance fallen 2 If thay 
doſt well ſhalt thou not be accepted * If thou deft net 
well fin lyeth at the door ; ( that is, the puniſhment of 
thy fin draws near ) the following words of the Verſe 
want only a poiat of Interrogation to make 'em under. 
ſtood ; for inſtead! of, 2/nto thee ſhall be his defire, aud 
thou ſhalt rule over him. The Learned P. Fagius thus 
renders it ; Num Abelis deſtderium ad te erit > num ty 
eris ejus dominus 2 Shall his defire be to thee 2 Shalt 
thou rule over him? Such an Interrogation1s a ſtrong 
denial of any Authority the Elder Brother can by na 
ture claim over the Younger. | 


But 24/5, How can we conceive that Nature gives 
the Nephew Authority over his Unkle, and Great Un. 
kle 2 Which rhe Notion of Patriarchal Power does ne- 
ceſlarily inter. | ; 


And 3dly, To found Kingly Power in ' Patriarchal 
Primogeniture, ſeems as Impolitick as 'tis Unnatural; 
becauſe it ſhakes the Thrones of all Kings, there being 
no Throne at this time fill'd with the true Patriarch 
Lineally deſcended from the Eldeſt Son of Noah : Or 
at leaſt who is able to derive and prove ſuch a Peds- 
Fgreec. ' | 
. But to retorn from this digreſſion. We are fare tlit 
we cn juſtly ſay of a good King, He is a Father of his 
Countrey. *'Tis Fatherly Care he expreſſes in the 
'Adminiſtration of his High Office ; he provides for tlic 
Education of fiis People in good Living ; he reſtrains 
| the 
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the publiſhing of Bad Principles ; he checks ill Tem- 
pers, and chaſtiſet!) thoſe wicked Servants who by 
cheir ill Examples would endanger the corrupting of 
his Family ; he bears an equal Aﬀection to all his Du- 
tiful Subje&s, not ſutffcring himſelt through any unac- 
countable tondnels to.d;{tinguith ſome of his Ciuldren 
from others, 1o long as all join in an cqual reſpeQ to 
him. Burt it there be any ſuch in his Family who have 
the impudence to own another Father, either Spiritual 
or Civil, 'tis a juſt provocation for him to diſown 
them ; and look upon them as the Children of a 
ſtrange Woman, a Babylouiſh Breed, and Sons of Be- 
lial. 

What Lamentation 1s too much for the loſs of ſuch 
a Father of his Countrey 2 Who would not fay with 


feremiah 2 Oh that my Head were Waters, and mine Eye? Jer. 9. t. 


a Fountain of Tears! Or if a People proteſſing God's 
Holy Truths ſhould lole ſuch a Narting-mother, ſhould 
we not behold the forrowtul Children weeping for 
Rachel, and refuſing Comtort becaule ſhe 1s not ? 


.2. Another Title the Holy Spirit gives to the High- 
er Powers is that of Captains ; in this ſtyle the Pro- 
phet 7/aiah delivers a Meſſage from God to good Ee- 


zekiab, Turn again and tell Hezekiah the Captain of my kings 
People, thus ſaith the Lord, &c. And is it not the 3 5 


Intereſt as well as Duty of the General to preſerve the 
Hoſt under his Command ? With relation to this Con- 
duct it was, that when the Lord appointed Samuel to 
anoint Saul King, he deſcribes the Kingly Office by 
that of a General. 7o morrow about this time I will 
ſend thee a Man out of the Land of Benjamin, aud thou 
ſhalt anoint him to be Captain over my People [(rael, 
that 
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that he may ſave my P eople out of the Fland of the Phi 
liſtines. 

The General of God's Hoſt couid not be fafe but by 
preſerving ti:2 Armies of /ſrael., The good Captain 
by ſtrict Diſcipline retains 11s Souldiers in their Duty, 
and makes tl:em pay an exact Obedience to his Or. 
ders. His Vigilance ſecures them 1 tneir Marches, 
his Judgment and Experience direCct- them in their Eq- 
campments, his Providence and b oreſight prevents 
Want and Surprize, and: his Juſtice deters them from 
Treachery or Mutiny ; on the other (ide, the good 
Geaeral never fails to preſer thoſe whom he has found 
to be Meritorious, and does at leaſt make it equally 
his Carc to Reward the good Soldier, as to punith him 
who deſerves il]. There 15a Stecdine's 2s well as a Pre- 
Fence of Mind which does always accompany him ; and 
oives that Atſurance to his Army which is the Pledge 
of Victory. And is not this the CharaCter of an Ex- 
ceilent Prince 2 One who is both the Head and Heart 
of tis People. 


3. There was a time when the Supream Magi 
ſtrates in 1ſrael were call'd Judges, as appears by their 
Hiftory compiled in a Book bearing that Name : The 
true Buſineſs of thoſe who preſide in Courts of Judica- 
ture will appear from the Charge Moſes gave to the 


ut 1.1%. Judges of Iſrael, Hear the cauſes betwixt your Bre- 


= 


thren, and judee righteouſly between every Man and vis 
Brotber, and the ſtranger that is with kim. Je ſhall 
not reſpe Perſons in Judgment ; but ye ſhall hear the 
Small 2s well as the Great ; you ſhall not be afraid of the 
Face of ian, for the Fudgment is God's. Twas the 
2924 or the People which was given 1a Charg? t9 the 

Judges, 
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Judges, who were ſet as Guardian Angels tor defence 
of Jjrael againſt the Sons of Violcnce. They are there- 
fore forbid to caſt an Eye upon their own particular 
Intereſt ; but an impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
without Prejudice or Paſſion ; hope or fear is recom- 
mended to 'em, thereby to put an end to all Contro- 
verfies, to allay all Heats, Feuds, and Paſſions, and 
totake from every Man all pretence of a Right to re- 
venge himſelf ; for as Revenge caſts Judgment out of 
Doors, fo Judgment makes Revenge needlels ; it puts 
1ſtop to the firſt Springs of all Deſires, ſhewing how 
yain a thing it will be-tor an 4hab to covet Naboth's 
Vineyard. "Tis the right Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
which is the Bond of Humane Society ; it ſecures to 
wery Individual his Life, and his Property, and there- 
by Induſtry is encouraged, and the Wealth and Strength 
of a Nation advanc'd. 

Such a due courle of Juſtice was maintain'd during 
the Reign of good Jofrab; and 2s that rendred his Peo- 
ple happy, ſo it made his Memory precious, and his 
Lols ſo greatly lamented; whereas the contrary praCtice 
ofhis, Son Fehozakim brought Ruin upon his own Houle, 
Miſery upon his Kingdom, and Infamy upon his Name, 
nſomuch thac God limic!* torbad any Lamentation to 
he made for his Death, or decent Burial. to be beſtow'd 
onhis Body. The Burthen of this unhappy Prince is de: 


nounc'd by Jeremiah thus; Wo to him that buildeth his J*r-22-13, 
Houſe by Unrighteouſneſs, and his Chambers by Wrong. * © 


Itſeems this Prince was pleas'd with an appearance of 
Magnificence, and Glory, though at the rate of op- 
prefling, and ſpoiling his Subjects ; and to this the 
Prophet alludes in the following Verſes, in which he 
rroceeds with the Wo to him that ſaith, I will build me 
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a wide Houſe, and large Chambers, aud cutteth bimou 
Windows, and it is ceiled with Cedar, and pairtedwijl 
Vermilion. Shalt thou Reign becauſe thou c.-/:/! thy fel 
in Cedar ? Did not thy Father Fat, and Dri, ad & 
Tudgment, and Jullice, and then it was well with hin, 

Was not this to know me? ſanth the Lord: But :1y 
Eyes, and thy Fleart are not but for thy Covetouſy:, 
and to ſhed Innocent Blood : And for Oppreſſion, and fir 
Violence to de it. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord <. 
cerning Jehoiakim the Son of Joſiah Xing of Judah, th, 
ſhall not lament for him, ſaying, Ah my Brother, ur jj 
Siſter. They ſhall not lament for him, ſaying, Ah Lind 
or Ah his Glory, He ſhall be buried with the B:ri:! o 

an Aſs, and caſt forth beyond the Gates of Jcrulilem, 

This wo makes a tull deſcription of the unhappy flat 

of a Kingdom when the Fountain of Juſtice 1s corrup. 

ted, when Courts of Judicature become Snares to the | 

People, when Mens Caules are not Tried, but their | 

Perſons, when no Man ſhall have Right done hin, | 

{ 


unleſs he himſelf is content to be an Inſtrument in op 
preſſing his Countrey, or in wronging his Neighbour 
When the Laws are interpreted to ferve turns. Whey f 
thoſe Laws which were intended for a ſteddy, an; 

equal Rulc to all are extended or ſtreighten'd as the os 
caſion requires ; as an Innocent Man 1s to ſuffer, orzf | 
profligate Offender to eſcape, When Murthers ar , 
committed in Forms of Juſtice, When a Judge ofthi / 
kind, when ſuch a Prince falls, the People are forbilÞ * 
to lament, ( though one might think ſuch a prohi: 
tion needleſs ) and the Prophet tells 'em expreſly he 
to be Buried with the Burial of an Aſs; Infamy ist 
follow, and to ſtick upon his Memory. | 
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Sometimes the Soveraign Prince in Sacred Style 
xs cail'd a Shepherd. God /aith of Cyrus he is my 
Shepherd ; and in Ezekiel! the words Shepherd and 
Prince ſignifie the ſame thing 7 will ſet up one Shep- 
berd over them, and he ſhall feed them, even my Ser- 
vant David. He ſhall be their Shepherd, and I the 
Lord will be their God, and my Servant David a Prince 


among them. And as it is the Buſineſs and Intereſt of 


the Shepherd, fo it is the Buſineſs and Intereſt of the 
Priace to cheriſh, preſcrve, and increaſe the Flock, 
The watchiul Eye, the tender Heart, and the gentle 
Hand become the one no lels than the other. And when 
God found out a Man atiter his own Heart to preſide 0- 
ver his peculiar People : Ze choſe David bis Servant 
and took him from the Sheepfolds following the Ewes 
great with young, he brought him to feed Jacob his people, 
and I{racl his Inheritance. That watchiul Care which 
he exercis'd in the Shepherd's Tent prepar'd him for 
the Buſineſs of the Throne. That concern which he 
ſhew'd for a Lamb taken from him improv'd it (elf in- 
to a Zeal to reicue /ſrae! from the Philitin Army. 
The Courage which he ſhew'd againſt the Lion and the 
Bear, who were about devouring his Flock,recommernd- 
ed him to be Saul's Champion againſt Go/zab ; and the 
Bleſſing of God upon his firſt Enterprize gave him 
hopes of ſucceſs in the ſecond. 7hy Servant flew both 


the Lion and the Bear, and this uncircumcis d Philiſtine 36. 


ſhall be as one of them. Nor did he forget the Crook, 
when he was poſleſs'd of the Scepter ; but had the 
lame regard to his People, which tLetore he thew'd to- 
wards his Flock, as appears by that Addreſs which in 
a Shepherds Style he made ro God when he faw the 


Iſa, 44. 28 


Fzck. 34- 
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Plal, 78. 
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Angel {miting Iſrael with Peſt:lence, Lo I have finzed, _ 24 


2 aad 
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aad I have done wickedly ; but theſe Sheep, what hav 

they done 2 Let thy hand, 1 pray thee, be againſt me, 

and againſt my Fathers Flouſe. Ila People be bereft of 

ſuch a Shepherd, ſuch a Prince as this, we may cen. 

clude with Zachary, they had reaſon ?o be troubled, 
zach 192: Becauſe they had no Shepherd. 


5. The laſt, and greateſt Title which the Holy 
Scriptures give to Sovereign Princes 1s that of Gods, 
Exod. 22. Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor curſe the Ruler of thy 
28 © People. So high, fo ſuperlative a Titie may perhaps 
have given occaſion to Flattcrers, and ill Men to ug. 
gclt to Princes ſuch Notions of their Glory as might 
be diſtint , and ſeparate trom their Peoples good, 
But I cannot find that the Glory ot God himlcit, as $0- 
vereign of all, is ſeperate from the good ot Mankind, 
cither in his Creation , Preſcrvation , Redemption, 
Sandification, or Salvation, all which are the Works 
of his Sovereign Power, and ſaid to be wrought tor his 
Glory. 
The two firſt of theſe may be conſidered together, 
becaule the preſervation of Be:ngs is but the con:inu- 
ance of the power exerted in their Creation. Tis on- 
ly the permanency of that Word or Will by which all 
things were made. And it The Feavens declare the 
Glory of God, and the Firmament ſhews his Handy-work, 
if one day tells another, and one night certifies another, 
{Jo not all thefe Works of God as clear:y demonſtrate 
ro us our own Advantage, as much as thtur Maker's 
Glory ? Was not the Earth, Water, and Air, com 
manded to bring forth Plants, Fiſh, Fowl and Beaſts, 
tor theuſe of Man, as tor the Glory of God ! 


Pi], 19.19 


+4 * 


Or 


Ir 


the L* Mayor, Fan. 30. 169%. 13 


— __—_— 


Or did God make known the Riches of his Glory on the Rom. g. 23 
Veſſels of Mercy, which he had afore prepar d unto Glo- 4 
ry 2 viz. Accompliſning the Redemption of Loſt Man 
by the Mediation of Chriſt Jcius, Who was the brightneſs feb, 3 
of his Glory, and expreſs Image of his Perſon. And did 
he not in this glorihe timlelt by the greateſt Gitr the 
Heavenly Father could beſtow upon his Children? Or 
the Son of God purchale tor his Brethren 2 
And how is God glorified by our SanCtification 2 
but as he enriches our Hearts with the Gitts of his Holy 
Spirit, and Trealures of his Divine Graces ; the only 
true Comforts and Support we are capable of in this 
Life, and the Earneſt ot that immarceſlible Crowa of 
Glory, z.e. The full Complction of Happineſs we ex- 
pet hereafter. In all theſe relpeRs St. Paw! joins God's 
Glory and our Good together. For this cauſe I bow tph.z. 14. 
my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that &* 
be would grant you, according to the riches of his Glory, 
to be ſtrengthened with might by his Spirit, that ye may 
be able to comprehend with all Saints, what is the length, 
and breadth, and depth, and height, and to know the love 
of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. 
In Sum. God who is (elt-tubliſting Pertetion, who 
in the language of Nature 1s ſ{tyl'd Optimus Maximus, 
the beſt and greateſt oi Beings, cannot ſerve himlſelt 
any way by us, fo as to add any thing to his Power, 
Wiſdom, Goodnels, Juſtice, Veracity, Immutability or 
Eternity ; but on the contrary, God ſerves us by him- 
lelf, (ſo Chriſt was amongst us as he that ſerveth) and Luk, 22.27 
we are every momient tenſible of thc Benetits we receive 
trom the Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and all the Attri- 


butes of God. Nay, every Precept of his Law con- 
tains 
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Prov.29.4. 


Phil.3. 19, 
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tains a Favour btitow'd on us, as well as a Duty en. 
joyn'd, 

Ard in this Kings are as Gods to tie:r People ; their 
Power is imploy'd tor their Prote&tion, their Wiſdom 
for their DireQtion, their Goodnels for their Support, 
and their Veracity is a fu}l Security to them tor rely. 
ing upon their Fromiles. *Tis true, the Juſtice of God 
executes Vengeance upon Evil-doers, and hereby he 
preſerves the Souls of his Saints, and delivers them out 
of the hand of the wicked. Without this Juſtice, how 
could his Kingdom ſtand in this World >? And had he 
not ſo ordered it, that the bloody and deceitful may 
ſhould not live out half his days ; and that the /apſed 
Angels ſhould be reſerv'd in everlaſting Chains ; how 
could he be called the Preſerver ot Men + 

In-like manner 'ris the Glory of a Xing by Judgment 
to eſtabliſh a Land ; by giving the Law irs due courſe, 
upon all the Enemies to his Government, all Oppreſlors 
of his Subjects : And if a mighty Hunter after Blood 
thall ariſe, as Nimrod was of old, who thall look upon 
the Proſperity of his Neighbours to be a Diminution to 
kis Glory : In (uch a caſe, twill be the true Glory of God's 
Vicegerents to execute St. Paul's Anathema 3gainlt (uch 
an Enemy of the Crofs of Chriſt; and make ſuch an 
Oppreſlor feel, that his end is Deſtruition, becauſe his 
Glory is in his Shame. 

Tie Namie of Gods given to Sovereign Princes may 
import, thi: they are unaccountable to their People. 
And vet wc {1nd the Supream Majelty of Heaven and 
Farth, wito receives not his Crown trom another, docs 
render i Account of himiclt to us: Hear, O Houſe 
firac!, /s not my way equa! ? Are not your ways unequal : 
He dues in a manner tet his People on the Seat &f Ju 

dicatue, 
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dicature, and place himſelf at the Bar, intreating them 


to give their Judgment upon his Adminiſtration. And 1s. 3,4 


ww, O Tnbabitants of Jeruſalem, and men of Judah, 
judge, 1 pray yeu, betwixt me and my Vineyard : what 
could have been doxe more to my Vineyard that 1 have 
vot done in it 2 In ſuch a manner as this Princes may 
be 121d tobe accountable to their People. But it would 
be very falſe reaſoning from hence to conclude, That 
bccaule God is pleaſed in ſuch a manacr to ſubmit his 
Sovercign Adminiſtrations to the Judgment of Men, 
(and Men will in the like manner judge of the Actions 
of Princes) that therefore a People may aſſume to 
themſelves a Judicial Power over their Sovereign Lord. 
Againſt an Unrigitcots and Illegal Proceeding of this 
kind the whole Nation enters its ſolemn, anniverſary 
Proteſt this day, acknowledging with Shame and De- 
teſtation, that the Sentence then execured upon our 
lawful and rightful Sovereign Lord King Charles the 
Firſt, to have been a notorious and crying piece of In- 
juſtice. Indeed, the Nature of the thing demonſtrates 
at the firſt View, the Abſurdity of ſuch a Proceeding ; 
nothing being more ridiculous, than that a Prince, in 
whom 'tis confels'd by all, the whole Executive Power 
of the Law is lodg'd, ſhould become legally accounta- 
ble to his Subjects and anſwerable to that Juſtice, 
which he alone j1as the right of adminiſtring. 

But yet it is not nzceſſary to carry this Notion fo far, 
as to take all right of Self-preſervation from Subjects, 
and to put their Lives and their Eſtates, their Wives 
2nd their Children, under the lawleſs Power of every 
Prince, who thinl;s fit to Cegenerate into a Tyrant, 
and to oblige Men to fit quietly, and to fee the Laws, 


the Religion, andthe Libertics of the.r Country over- 
turn'd, 


e 


—_— 


16 


A Sermon Preach'd before 


turn'd, and themſelves and their Poſterity brought into 
Slavery. But even in ſuch a caſe as this there-Can be 
no Legal Juriſdiction pretended to : No Juuticature re. 
mains to judge of the Prince's Actions. Inceed, the 
Pretence of the High Court of Juſtice to judge of their 
King, was never own'd by the Body oft the People, 
'Twas an upſtart monſtrous Opinion, hatci'd by the 
heat of War : And as it was very ablurd and mon- 
ſtrous, fo it was but an ep#iuuezgy, an Inſet of a Days 
Duration ; and is now difown'd by all forts of People 
amongſt us ; the v-hole Body of the Nation being af. 
teftionatcly diſpoſed to Monarchy, and conyinc'd of 
thc tier Impollivility of ſetting up any other Form of 
Government amongſt us. And if thcre be a Man left 
that [35 other Thoughts (as ſuch a V:ſionary there may 
be) *tis well for us that he ſtands alzne, that we are 
ſure he can have no ſenſible Men of his ſide ; becauſe 
no ſenſible Man can join in a Deſign againſt the Gent 
us of the People, againſt the Laws and Cuſtoms, a- 
gainſt the Liberty and Property of thz Nation, all 
which are founded upon, and united to the true anct- 
ent legal Monarchy of this Kingdom. 

And it ought to be a Comft'rt to us all, when we 
ſce that Body of Men, who in {ome Church-matters 
unhappily diſſent from us, yet heartily joining with us 
to pay a juſt Deterence, and dutiful reſpec to that Man, 
whom God hath raiſed up to be the nurſing Father of 
his Church amongſt us ; who by his eſpecial Provi- 


dence, and by the univerſal Conſent of the Nation, is 


Rightfully poſſeſſed of the Throne of theſe Realms, 
who, as a great Captain, defends us from the Deſtroy- 
er abroad ; and as a Judge, ſ{ccures us againſt the Sons 
of Violence at home ; wholike the good Shepherd our 
Saviour 
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Saviour mentions, is always ready to lay down his Life J9*1* ! 


fir his Flock ; and thereby allo thews himſelf as a God 
amongſt us. May Almighty God preſerve. him long 
to be a Ble(ling to us, and ſecure his Perſon in the midit 
of thole Dangers, to which he is contented to expoſe 
him(elt for our ſakes, and tor the common Liberty of 
Europe. And (ince the belt and braveſt of Princes 
muil at lalt die, may it be many, very many Years 
heace,before this Nation may have caule to take vp the 
Lamentation of the Prophet,and bewail,that the Crows 
is fallen from our Head. 


IT. The Second Conlideration which aroſe from the 
Text, was this : w4#z. In the day of our Lamentation 
we ſhould lay to: Heart thoſe Sins which brought Gods 
Judgment upon us, in order to preveat the like for the 
furure. Wo to us, that we have ſinned, c 
. Although there be no Evil of any fort in a Land, 
which is not a Moral Cauſe of bringing it under Gods 
Viſitation ; yet there are ſome Sins, which are the Na- 
tural and Specifick Cauſes of their reſpe&ive Puniſh- 
ments. Thus Exceſs brings Dilcaſes, Pride begets Con- 
tempt, Idleneſs Poverty. And the proper Enquiry of 
this Day is after thoſe ſins, which by their own par- 
ticulac Energy occaſion the loſs of a good Prince, and 
thereby bring Affliction upon a People ; which I take 


chiefly ro be chete two : 


I. Flattery. And, 
I. Fation. 


r. Flattery was the Engine Satan firſt contriv'd to ſe- 
duce and ruine the Parents of Mankind. He told them, 
that 
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that ſome Prerogatives were then wanting tofill apthn 
great Character God had impreſted upon thern ; which 
mult be attain'd, though againſt Law, that they nj 

do themſttves Right : For though the Law forbad they 
to edt of the Tree of Knowledge, yet it muſt be doe ; 
and then your Eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall be ſr 
Gods, ſaid the Flarterer. And how the Crowa is here, 
by fallen from our Head, what Woes and Lamentati. 
ons have ariſen from ncnce, their whole Polterity both 
fcel and ſee. | | 

And has not the ſame deteſtable Sin of Flatrery 
drawn Princes to aſpire at ſuch an Abſolute and Arbitrq. 
ry Power, as was not only beyond, but © incon(iſtent 
with that juſt Prerogative which God's Providenee had 
inveſted them with 2 God knows how great a Stte'in 
the Calamity which we lament this day,this Sin had. An 
entire Subjection of all we had to Deſpotick Power, 
was call'd Apoſtolical Obedience ; and that ſpecious 
Name was made uſe of as a Bait to draw the Prince 
into a Separate Intereſt from his People, which was 
indeed to divide him from himfelf. And we in our 
days have ſeen the ſame Engine at work; and are fadfy 
fenfible of the unhappy Confequences; the Notion of 
Paſſive Obedience having prov'd in a manner as fatal to 
thoſe who have hearkned' to it, as that of Apoſtolical 
Obedience formerly did. 

Liberty gives the true Reliſh to all the Comforrs of 
Life : without it, though a, Man may poſſeſs much, he 
can enjoy nothing ; to preſerve it 15 the true Prerogative 
of a Prince, To detend the Liberty of a Nation when it 
is invaded, is the moſt Glorious thing upon Earth. And 
he that is fuch a Deliverer, has a Name above a) other 


Titles : And who would change this Styk m__ of 
on 
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Conqueror ? Which is the new Diſguile Flattery has 
on, 

Pal Flattery carries with it a Tacit Afﬀront to the 
weakneſs of that Perſon to whom it is addreſs'd, - But 
his is ſo grols, that it Aﬀronts the common Senſe of 
Mankind, and therefore it direted to a particular Per- 
ſon, preſumes the laſt degree of weakneſs. You may 
Ewell be perſwaded that Bread is Fleſb, as that the 
Deliverance of a Nation is a Conquelt of it. 


For, ( 1. ) Does not a Deliverance come from the 
Mercy , a Conqueſt from the Judgment of God 2 
(2.) A Deliveranceis wrought out with the Concur- 

?nce of a People ; a Conquelt is gotten againſt a re- 

ing Nation. ( 3.) The end of a Deliverance is Lj- 
berty, of a Conqueſt Slavery. ( 4.) To deliver an 
Qppreſſed People is Heroical, to Conquer without pro- 
vocation 1s Brutal. 


2: The ſecond Evil Inſtrument which is apt to draw 
down God's Viſitation upon a People is Faftion; by 
which I mean a narrow, ſelf-intereſted Spirit in thoſe 
who would engrols to themſelves all the Fayours of the 
Prince, and Advantages of the Governmeat, in bart 
to all others,- though as Faithful to their Soveraign, as 
Srviceable to his Government, and as Uletul to the 
whole Community asthemfelves. Such a FaQion as 
this firſt diſcourages, then provokes, and at laſt en- 
rages the reſt of the Society. Where ſuch a Spirit as 


this is ſuffer'd, Manaſſeh will be again? Ephraim, axd 1a. 5. 21- 


Ephraim againf# Manafſch, ard 


oth together fbatl bt 
agazyf} Judah. iq ex po of ag 
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| grant it abſolutely neceſſary that every Govern. 
ment ſhould diſtinguiſh the Perſons to whoſe Hang; 
they commit the Auminiſtration of Power; the Jſrae. 
lites had no reaſon toentruſt rthunſelves ro the phz. 
liſtines, becauſe they own'd the Right of their old di. 
| poſſels'dKing ; endin this Confidenee, as well as that 
of his great ſtrength Ge/zah might defie Sal and his 
2 Sim 1g. Hoſt. But when the Menot Z'rael aid, We have more 
4% right in David than Judah 5 no wonder that ſoon after 
we read, that The words of the men of Judah were fercer 
than the words of the men of [{racl, Nor was it ſtrange 
2 Sam. :o- what folow'd, when <li-ba- the - Sox of Bichri &ew 4 
ns Trumpet, ſaying, We have no part in David, neither 
have we inheritance in the Son of Jelke, every man to his 
Tents, O lirael, Here began that Fatal FaQtion which 
rent 1/rael from Judah ; and-for many Years after oc. 
caſion'd Unnatural Wars between- em, till -at laft it 
brought on the Captivity of bot, 
Beſides this there is another kind of Fa&tion which 
manifeſts it ſeif ( to ufe St. Paul's words )' in my, 
1.Tim.64 ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, and- perverſe diſt 
tings ; whereby it falls out that an it} Conſtruttion 
ſhall be put upon thoſe Actions which in their natural 
tendency are Innocent ; an-ill turn-ſhall be given toq 
well-meant deſign ; andit tlxre ſnail be any ſlip, any 
real failure in the Adminiſtration, that ſhall be magni- 
fy'd by unjuſt Aggravations. No allowance is made 
for the Difficult;es under. which Princes labour, in Uni- 
ting Men of different Parties, different Principles, and 
dren Intereſts, to contribute to the common Pre- 
Crvation-: But Men fit down, and form Ideas to them- 
ſelves, which their lmaginations reprelent to them as 
perfet; and ſuch:as which all the World muſt con 
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cr in at the firſt propoling ; wltereas when any one 


part of theſe Notions comes to be put in Execution, if” 


it be not utteriy impracticabie, yet the difficulties are 
next to being, inſuperable, and then the Prince is (aid 
tobe weak, and knows not how to Govern; or he is 
Negligent,' and delivers himſelf over to Pleaſure ; or 
he is Arbitrary in his Notions, and Aﬀects Abſolute 
Power; and all this without a due regard to the Cir- 
camſtances ofthe Times, and to the Neceſſity of AF. 
fairs ; which perhaps if duly and equally weigh'd 
would not only Excuſe the Prince, but would Merit 
the Thanks and Praife of thoſe Men who are molt for- 
ward to condemn, without conſidering how much the 
Government is weaken'd by theſe Murmurings, and 

the Honour and Reputation of it broker. | 
Such Murmurings as theſe bewilder'd the Z/rael:tes 
for Forty Years together, and delay'd their accels to 
the Land of Canaan, 'Twas this. made the Govern- 
ment lye'ſo heavy upon' Moſes. - The Burden which 
their frequent, and unneceſſary Complaints laid upon 
their Prince was as heavy as what they had before born 
mn Egypt ; and had been inſupportable by any other 
than the Meekeſt Man upon Earth. He was but For- 
ty days abſent from them upon the Mount, and there 
too his Buſinefs was theirs, and was concern'd only in 
their behalf ; but behold the Impatience of the People 
who Gathered themſelves together unto Aaron, and-ſaid 
wito bim, Up make us Gods which ſhall go before us, for 
a for this Moles who brought uw up out of rhe of 
pt, we tnow not what is become of him. Upon this 


Exod. 32.1 


oles's anger waxed hot, ſo that he caſt the Tables of ver. g 


the Law out cof his Hand, and brake them beneath the 
Mount ; and at'laſt call'd- out the Children of Zews, 
giving 


iving them-,Orders to fall upon the Murmurex,, 
n——— were executed by the Slaughter of Three Thoy. 
ſand Men. 
No daubt but the yohappy {ſaelites of that Gene. 
ration ſaw theip, Errour,, þut 'twas then too late ; the 
Fa@ was already committed which: their Poſterity ts 
this day lament. | 
How far the Misfortunes of the Kingdom which we 
lament this day were qwing to this Dilcontented Temy 
per may be mater for your Refletiqn. Some unbgps 
py Occaſions were . given to complain, nay, even tg 
grow importunate : But little did the Perſons who be- 
gan thoſe Complaints think what would be the end gf 
thoſe things, how tar Diſputes, . aad Heats, and Ty, 
mults, and War, would carry them, ; Little did they 
foreſee the Cruel and ne Hire Sentence and Execu. 
tion, which is the Occaſion of this Aſſembly. If they 
had once thought of ſuch a thiog, if ,they could have 
had a profpe& of what has follow'd, how would they 
have deteſted even what; was..moſt innocently, and 
moſt excuſeably done. And this may be ſufficient Cau- 
tion for the future how we give way to any unrea{on- 
able Murmarings, becauſe we know not (as St, James 
James 3.5- ſpeaks) how great a matter a (gle fir kindleth. 
Haviog nowendeavour'd to find out thoſe Diſtem- 
pers which have occaſion'd the Ruin of Princes, and 
Waes of People, I crave leave by way of Application 
to recommend one Remedy which St. Paxlhas in theſe 
Caſes preſcrib'd ;- not doubting but that jt will prove. 
1 Cor. 10. Certain Cyre ; 'tis this, Let we man ſeek his ow, but 
, . every 'man ayothers wealth. That is, Let no Man pur- 
fie his ewn, in barr to gaother's Intereſt ; or, let no 
Pazty of Men appropriate a Common latereſt, to then» 


ſelves ; 


WoOOe we OY” WY 


ac! —T | R —_—  —_— (9 
the L* Mayor. Fani-g0: 169%, BY 

Wes; che realbii is, becauſe we are all Members! bf 

the fame Body, uſeful to the whole, and needful to 

ech other ; ſo that if rhe Eye cannot ſay to the Hand'7 _ oÞ 

heve no need of thee, mor again, the Head to" the Feed, 

f have no need of you; tis but faſt that there ſhould" $e ver. 26. 

t-8chifſm in the-Body, But that the Members fhould hawe 

the. ſame care one for another. | - 


Charity which envieth not, which feeketh wot her oh, r Cor. 13. 


it is the Bond of Peate which jojns alf he*Medbets + 5 

of Chriſt's Myſticat | Body togttlier,” fois it rh&%only 

cement, and ftrength of--afl Civil Societirs ; Wheh 

I/tiah foretold the Triurtiphant ſtate of {frael, he Hys 

the Foundation of their future Grandeur in their My- 

tual Chtarity:' © 7he exvy alfo 'of Ephraim fall depart » In. 3. 13. 

and the Adverſarzes. of Judah ſhall be cut off. Ephraim 

fall not emvy Judah, ant Judah ſhall not ex Ephraim. 

* "Where this Spirit of Charity rules, as there could be 

noFaction in the State, ſp would there be n0*Fattery 

In the Court, Of old the higheſt Compliments of 

Loyalty were form'd from the deepeſt Malice, wit- 

nels the Addreſs of the Preſidents, Governours, Princes, 

Counſellors, and Captains of Perfia, to Darins their |, . . 

King, importing, That whoſoever ſhall ak a Petition &c. * 

of any God or May for thirty days, fave of thee, -O- Krug, 

ſhall be caſt into the Den of Lions : And whence arole 

all this Flattery, but from the prepenſe Malice they 

bare to Daniel, Againft whom they could find no occafion 

or fault concerning the King -4 - Wha: 
And as Charity obliges che Members in particular 

to ſeek each other's good, ſo it conſtrains them all to- 

gether to preſerve their Head. From which all the 

Body by Joynts and Bands has nouriſhment miniſter d, Col. 2. 19. 

and knit together, increaſeth with the increaſe of God.' 
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Ago is. ſuch 2 Head to bis People; bb: uk thy 
ilt alſo Yn their Intereſt inſeparable from bs,..: 

wy the Lite and. Soul ot. the. State he Gaveray, / T 

* Rebelagain(t. him is;40 Sig. agaipſt, our,own Soph 
from-him any gf tvs Rights ag Brctoga TY of 


Children to, Rob their, Father. of that, Fun 
he maintaihs = _ for an Army to..M 
a _u $, by.. which'1 their, General 
| ther ag; EMy ; or.to. corrupt that , Judgy 
—_— us in 'our. Rights ; to withdraw Ally 
hos from ſuch a Soveraign, is. for Sheep to, thy 
trom their Shepherd, for a Maa to ſtop the Breath 
hisown Noſtrils, or to.fqridke his, d, whole g 
1% Glory-is to do hin themoſt i important Goog:: | w | 


To the.. #3 ' Brermal, \ Immortal, Troifille; then 
Wiſe God, be Honmer and Gler for ever; >; 
ele Amen. * ©,.29 642 01 a 195 
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